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Inoculate staff before schools reopen, say parents

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

Parents say they don'twant their chil-
dren to go back to school until staff
have been fully vaccinated.
Suwannachai Wattanayingchar-
oenchai, chief of the Department of
Health, said officials conducted a
poll in which they asked parents for
their opinion about the reopening

of schools on June 14 and found half
were against it.

They reasoned that all teachers
should receive the Covid-19 vaccine
before the reopening, otherwise they
fear Covid-19being spread in schools.

“A decision [on reopening] should
be made by provinces based on the
outbreak situation and core practices
against the disease infections by the

department, the Ministry of Education
and alliance networks,” Mr Suwanna-
chai said.

The poll found that 54.8% of par-
ticipants disagreed with schools reo-
pening, compared with 40.5% who
favoured it. The most common reason
for opposing it was that the number
of new daily infections was still high.

Many parents who disagreed with
the reopening said they wanted teach-
ers and student to be vaccinated
beforehand.

Dr Suwannachai suggested edu-
cational assess their own situations
through the Thai Stop Covid-19 plus
phone app, adding that it was very
important to reduce the movements
of students or teachers living in out-
break zones.

Education Minister Treenuch Thi-
enthong said she had already issued
new ministerial rules for semester
fee collections by ordering schools to
refund parents for classes cancelled
during the pandemic.

Schools could also consider extend -
ing the fee collection period and pro-
vide assistance to parents in case
of need.

Page: 1/1

News ID: C-210601001035

Col.Inch: 20.49 Ad Value: 28,686




News ID: C-210601001095

Bangkok Post

41INSNSIVANIEMS

nduanstind dnindnoums
ainouaansnsiodAnEms

Volume: -
Page: 8(Left)
Headline: Bangkok Post: Submarines, or schools?

Section: First Section/OPINION

No: - Date: Tue 1 Jun 21

Established 1946

PBangkok Post

THE NEwsPAPER You CAN TRUST

Submarines,
or schools?

arliament yesterday kicked off its three-day
deliberations on the budget bill for the next
fiscal year, with a big question mark hanging
over it. What should the government’s priority
be next year — submarines or schools?

If it passes, the budget will be used to in the upcom-
ing fiscal year, which starts on Oct 1 and runs until Sept
30 next year. Despite the bill being vital as Thailand’s
economic recovery hinges on it, the way the government
is prioritising the lion’s share of the budget has sparked
many questions.

Critics have slammed the bill for prioritising the
military’s budget and sidelining “quality spending” on
human and healthcare development.

The bill authorises the government to borrow up
to 700 billion baht to cover its fiscal deficit — which
is about 91 billion baht higher than this year’s, as the
government is expecting lower revenue collection as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.

What's noteworthy, is that the bill includes a
203.28-billion-baht budget for the Defence Ministry.
While it represents a 11.24-billion-baht reduction, or
5.2%, from this year's figures, the bill retains the budget
for submarine purchases.

Meanwhile, the budget for the Public Health Ministry
is only 153.94 billion baht, down by 4.3 billion baht or
2.8% from this year’s allocation.

The government had previously defended its decision
by saying the public health sector will ultimately get a
large share of the budget because it will receive another
140 billion baht to fund the government’s universal
health care scheme, also known as the “gold card”
programme.

The scheme forms the backbone of the country’s
healthcare system, which covers some 48 million
people, and its membership is expected to grow by more
than 137,000 next year.

However, the bill shows that the budget for the
gold card scheme this year will also be reduced by
18 billion baht, or 12% from this year's allocation,
despite the importance of healthcare given the current
circumstances.

In addition, the budget for the Social Security Fund
covering 13 million people was cut by 18 billion baht, or
about 30%, while the budget for the state welfare card
scheme, which covers 14 million low-income people,
was cut by 20 billion baht.

The government also cut the Education Ministry’s
budget by 24.5 billion baht, or 6.75%. More importantly,
the budget for the Science Research and Innovation
Fund was cut by 29% to only 19.8 billion baht.

The budget allocations have raised questions about
priorities in our public spending. Submarines or more
schools? If we want the latter, then the country’s money
should be spent more on long-term human develop-
ment, innovation development and social security.

Thailand is in a challenging time. The country needs
massive capital injections to boost its recovery and
rehabilitation. It is understandable that a huge defi-
citand loans are a must. Opposition MPs need to be
open-minded and see the bigger picture. However, the
budget, which will be covered by loans and paid for with
taxpayers’ money, must be spent wisely and above all,
allocated properly.

Human development remains Thailand’s biggest
challenge. Our education system has to be improved
ifwe want to upskill our labour force. We need more
investments in science, technology and innovation.

It is now time for the government to move
from pro-military spending towards pro-human
resource development.
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